
	 	 	                Borough of Ben Avon Heights 
Tuesday, June 9th, 2026 - Council Meeting Minutes 

A quorum is in attendance 

Present:  

Council Members: Berardi, Hudson (arrived at 7:05pm) Lee, Lope, Morris, Neunder, Stiller 

Fire: Meyer 

Police: Sgt Beck 

Mayor: Dismukes 

Solicitor: Vogel 

Secretary: DiNuzzo 

Residents: Emsworth Resident, Danielle Crain, Jacquelyn Neunder 5 Biddeford, Pat Lope member of Council 

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Mr. Stiller. 

2. Approval of the March 2026 Meeting Minutes: A motion was made by Mr. Lope to approve the May 2026 meeting minutes. 
Mrs. Berardi seconds the motion. Motion passed. 

3. Approval of the May 2026 Financials: A motion was made by Mr. Lope to approve the May 2026 financials. Mr. Lee seconds 
the motion. Mr. Stiller feels the Borough is on track; taxes are beginning to come in. Motion passed.  

a. Grants: The Borough noted a reimbursement was received in May for $59,251.00 from the Covid ARPA small waters 
grant to cover work completed during the Phase II sewer project. 

b. 2025 Audit: Council would like more time to review and will discuss at the July 2026 meeting. The Borough 
reminded Council the audit is complete and has been submitted to the state.  

4. Emergency Management: 
a. Fire Report: Chief Meyer reported there were no calls in Ben Avon Heights for the month of May. He also added 

there are some up and coming fundraisers: a raffle for an Indian Motorcycle, and the Annual Gun Bash will be in the 
fall.  

b. Police Report: Report below. Sargent Beck added there is an Allegheny County Hazard Mitigation Plan Resolution the 
Borough should consider for adoption at the July 2026 meeting. Council and the solicitor will review this for the July 
meeting. He also added, this is the time of year there is an uptick in unpermitted soliciting, if they knock on your 
door, and do not have a permit, please call 911.  

5. Public Comment: Danielle Crain, a resident from Emsworth, came with a concern over the Ben Avon Heights park. She 
noted we are now in the swing of summer break for the kids in the Avonworth school district and wanted to confirm the 
park was a public park welcoming all, not just Ben Avon Heights residents. She continued, there are still some members of 
the Ben Avon Heights community approaching those at the park informing them they are not welcomed unless they are a 
Ben Avon Heights resident. Mr. Stiller assured her the park is public and all are welcomed. In 2024, Council took steps to 
remove a sign from the park that stated the park was for Ben Avon Heights residents and their guests, only. The area that 
remains residents only would be the tennis courts as they are locked. He continued, if anyone is feeling unsafe or harassed 
while at the park to please call 911. Mrs. Neunder added the Borough’s Greenspace committee designed a master plan of 



the park in hopes to make it more inclusive by adding an ADA parking space and one additional parking space, with a 
walking path to other areas of the park. 

Jacquelyn Neunder at 5 Biddeford would like Council to reconsider adding chickens to the drafted zoning ordinance 
that will be voted on this evening. She mentioned that ticks in the greater Pittsburgh area have increased over the years and 
allowing families to have chickens would greatly reduce the tick population as the chickens feed on them. 

Pat Lope, a member of Council, noted that a number of residents have approached him, as well as the Borough, 
complaining about the large quantities of glass shards left behind from County Hauling. He added the Borough has reached 
out, and are waiting to hear back with a plan of action. 

6. Infrastructure and Operations: 
a. Engineers Report: Report below. 
b. Canterbury Sidewalk project update:  Mr. Dismukes questioned if there was a liquidated damages clause in our 

contract. Mr. Heyl responded that there was, he would suggest the solicitor review the clause before the Borough 
jumps to utilize it. Mr. Stiller added he feels El Grande is installing high quality curbs and sidewalks, and does not 
want to pursue damages at this time. Weather has been an issue with this project and he would like LSSE to keep 
Shannopin events in mind when the contractor submits an updated schedule. Shannopin has two large golf outings 
coming up as well as their large member 4th of July event.  

c. Sewer Project Phase II/III: Regarding Phase II, Mr. Hebert added the current patch in the Briar Cliff area does not 
look to be a long-term fix. Mr. Heyl believes this is a temporary patch but will confirm. For Phase III, LSSE provided 
the Borough a document of properties that will need easements, or temporary easements which will help track the 
project. Mr. Stiller noted the last time around the solicitor was very hands on with the approach on sewer 
easements from the residents; he continued, Council members also were very involved and the Borough may need 
this type of approach again. Will revisit this next meeting.  

d. Electronic Speed Signs: Mr. Hebert met with the provider who reviewed the signs. At this time, the best solution 
seems to be to buy extra batteries and rotate them out.  

7. Service and Contracts:  
a. Fire: Mr. Dismukes informed Council Avalon Borough sent over a proposed fire agreement between Avalon and Ben 

Avon Heights. He noted this contract is for 10 years with annual increases; he feels the increases are modest. He 
added there were two items he noticed missing from the contract: a notification provision and a termination 
provision. He is concerned that if the Borough decides to request these be added, it may get delayed. Mr. Stiller 
raised the question of whether the Borough could potentially be protected by the Municipal Code if service issues 
should occur and the Borough were not provided the services outlined in the contract. Mr. Vogel stated that would 
be the only thing to protect the Borough. Mr. Morris feels the Borough should add a termination clause to protect 
the Borough from deteriorating services. Discussion took place. Mr. Dismukes and Vogel will discuss whether or not 
to request adding a termination clause. 

8. Green Spaces: 
a. Park Maintenance update: Mrs. Neunder noted A&N skipped a mow of the park as TruGreen had just applied some 

treatment; because of this, the park grass was a bit long for a week. She continued that she requested the shrubs on 
Lynton Lane to be trimmed back. Mr. Lope added that A&N needs to clean up the tennis court; there are lots of 
weeds and leaves beneath the fence that need to be removed.  

i. Briar Cliff Maintenance: Mrs. Neunder added this area has been growing more than usual, greenspace is 
going to request no more fertilizing for this area. Mr. Hebert added that residents have also approached 
him about this area being overgrown as well as complaints of the road being closed and trash not getting 
picked up. The Borough worked with County Hauling to try and get trash picked up one week but the road 
closure continued to pose an issue. They were able to game plan to get trash picked up this week. 

ii. Park mulch: Mr. Lope noted they received two quotes, one from A&N and another from Pittsburgh 
Mulching Innovations, the company that completed the project in 2025. Mrs. Neunder added, A & N is 
extremely busy and would not suggest using them at this time for this project. A motion was made by Mrs. 
Berardi to accept the Pittsburgh Mulching Innovations quote. Mrs. Neunder seconds the motion. Motion 
passed. 

b. Beautification Plan update: Mrs. Berardi noted a few emails have gone out in the past month about “Park Pals”; 
they have received some interest and will send one more follow up email to add more volunteers. 



i. Grant/funding updates: Mr. Lope and Stiller met with Representative Chris Deluzio’s Grants and Outreach 
Coordinator to discuss federal grant opportunities for Ben Avon Heights. They specifically discussed the 
future plans the Borough has for the park. Congressman Deluzio’s office suggested looking into federal 
grants and provided contacts for the Borough. 

9. Building, Zoning and Code Enforcement: 
a. Motion to adopt Zoning ordinance #355: A motion was made to adopt Zoning Ordinance #355 by Mr. Morris. Mr. Lee 

seconds the motion. The hearing took place on May 24th 2026; overall the residents of Ben Avon Heights were 
extremely involved with the editing process over the years, providing feedback and edits. Mr. Stiller noted he did 
make some reference and grammatical changes on the version to be voted on, which were not enough to send back 
to the county for another review. Role was called. Stiller: Aye. Lope: Aye. Neunder: Aye. Hudson: Aye. Morris: Aye. 
Hebert: Aye. Berardi: Aye. Motion passed.  

b. June Working Session Agenda: There will be no working session for the month of June. 
c. Code Enforcement Issues: 

i. 6 Stratford: The homeowner submitted an appeal to the zoning verdict. The appeal court date is set for July 
21st 2026. A question was raised on what the Borough's next steps could be. Mr. Vogel noted depending on 
the violation, this property could be cited continually. 

ii. Banbury DLC issue: The Borough sent the resident a letter last month discussing the safety of this light that 
is out. There has been no communication from the resident on this issue. Discussion took place on what the 
next steps could be for this issue as this corner of Banbury is very dark at night and is a safety issue. Mr. 
Lope will lead an effort to connect with the resident about the issue. 

iii. Cambridge Road: Mr. Stiller noted there was some work taking place on Walnut Street below Cambridge 
and was some concern from Walnut Street residents on the state of Cambridge Road. Mr. Stiller added that 
he is in close communication with Kilbuck on this work and he also went to review the property from the 
street and based on current work, poses no issue to invading the setback or the hillside. It was also noted 
there have been rumors that Ben Avon Heights was opening Cambridge Road to the public again which Mr. 
Stiller commented is false. Cambridge Road is closed to thru traffic because the road and hillside cannot 
handle the wear and tear of traffic. Besides the road having failed years ago after a hurricane, the 
Borough's main sewer line also runs under Cambridge, therefore it’s important to keep the road and hillside 
intact. Only the two residents on this road, and emergency responders have access to the keys for the gate. 

d. Zoning Applications, Building Permits: For the month of May there was one zoning application submitted; 22 New 
Brighton Road to install an attached 2 car carport to shed with a 21x21’ concrete base. This was approved. 

e. Joint Comprehensive Plan Update: Mr. Morris noted they continue to meet monthly making progress. 

10. Administration: 
a. Parking permit requests: for the month of May there were none.  
b. QVCOG updates: Mr. Hudson noted the discussions didn’t particularly pertain to anything related to Ben Avon 

Heights; discussion of route 65 will take place at the June meeting.  

11. Meeting ended: at 8:39pm 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 


