
 

 

 

                  Borough of Ben Avon Heights 
Tuesday, September 9th, 2025 - Council Meeting Minutes 

A quorum is in attendance 

Present:  

Council Members: Berardi, Brown, Dawley, Lope, Neunder (arrived 7:03pm) 

Fire: Assistant Chief Kenney 

Police: Chief Hanny 

Mayor: Dismukes 

Solicitor: Hosa 

Secretary: DiNuzzo 

Residents: Damian Liska 18 Banbury Lane 

Call to Order: Mr.  started the meeting at 7pm 

 
1. Approval of August 2025 meeting minutes: A motion was made by Mr. Lope to approve the August 2025 meeting minutes. 

Mrs. Berardi seconds the motion. Motion passed. Mr. Brown wanted to highlight a few areas; he noted over all the Borough 
was a net negative $20,000 from the quarterly Alcosan sewer bill that recently was paid. He continued onto the budget vs 
performance document; he noted on the income side the Borough collected $310,000 in real estate taxes so far with about 
$25,000 expected. He continued, the Borough is a bit behind on the projected earned income tax; but noted the Borough 
overall is $122,000 over the projected budget at this time. On the expense side, Mr. Brown noted that he still needs to dig 
into the tax collection line item as it is higher than in the past; as well as the PA 1 calls. He continued, he had the Borough 
engineer provide a breakdown of invoices for Council to compare and review against the Borough budget. Mr. Lope added 
that he pointed out in August an A+N charge for $1690.36 was categorized under 410.05 Leaf Cleanup, but should be in 
410.06 Lawn Maintenance. 

2. Approval of August 2025 financials: A motion was made by Mr. Lope to approve the August 2025 financials. Mr. Dawley 
seconds the motion. 

a. Approval of payment of bills ending in August: A motion was made by Mr. Dawley to approve the payment of bills 
that end in September 9th, 2025. Mr. Lope seconds the motion. Motion passed. 

 
3. Emergency Management: 

a. Fire: There were no calls in Ben Avon Heights for the month of August. 
b. Police: Report below. Mr. Brown and Chief Hanny, along with Mr. Stiller had previous conversations about the 

speeding issue in Ben Avon Heights, as residents were recently raising some concerns. Chief Hanny reminded 
Council Ohio Township police have difficulty being able to patrol speeding in Ben Avon Heights due to state 
regulations which do not allow the use of radar. In addition, Ben Avon Heights and Ohio Township are in a contract, 
which pays about $60 dollars an hour for police patrol; Chief continued that their officers currently paid between 
$75-$80 dollars an hour with other contracts and will most likely continue to increase with the price of health 
insurance projected to increase 20% for 2026. At this time, Ohio Township puts officers which provide the most 
resources to areas when they can. Chief added that he feels they have far exceeded their contract obligations with 
Ben Avon Heights including areas which are not in the contract like crossing guard duties while the Borough 
struggles to find replacements. The current contract for Ben Avon Heights is 3 patrols per day, per shift. Mr. Brown 
added that the Borough can request additional coverage to cover for an additional fee. Chief Hanny added that the 
shift would need to be for at least 4 hours and must be consecutive, the request cannot be split.  
   

4. Public Comment: Damian Liska at 19 Banbury Lane, came to Council to discuss updates on Avonworth Community Park. He 
noted that the park did exceptional for the 2024-25 year with successful events like donuts & dirt to clean up the trails, a 



 

 

basketball tournament, Octoberfest, breakfast and breakfast with Santa. He continued that the 2025 summer pool season 
was extremely successful, where they were able to make a profit. They have also created an agreement with Animal Friends 
which would allow Avonworth Park to use their land to connect up through Newgate, making it walkable to the park. The 
next step of this project would be to reach out and discuss with the property owners on Newgate Road. Some challenges 
they continue to face are the maintenance of the old pool; they put in $45,000 to the pool alone this past year. Mr. 
Dismukes questioned if there was a long-term plan for the pool. Mr. Liska noted that there have been discussions, but a 
plan has not been created yet. Mr. Brown added that he believes all the Boroughs that are part of the park are now 
members of the QVCOG, which has a grant writing program and perhaps it would be a good resource for the park to utilize. 
Lastly, Mr. Liska added, they have a new event this fall, an 80’s themed Halloween party for 21 and older. 

 
5. Infrastructure and Operations:  

a. Engineers report: (Memo below):  
b. Phase I sewer project: LSSE reported this project is complete.  
c. Phase II sewer project:  LSSE believes the Borough will receive the work scheduled for this next week.  
d. Canterbury Road sidewalk grants award update: Mr. Hosa updated Council on the easements of this project. Mr. 

Hosa believes the Borough code gives the Borough the ability to proceed with this project without an easement. 
Notices went out to the homeowners informing them of this project, as well as explaining the Borough will cover 
the costs of this project as it is grant funded. 

i. Advertise to bid: A motion to advertise the Canterbury Road sidewalk project was made by Mrs. Neunder. 
Mr. Lope seconds the motion. Motion passed. 

e. Courtney Mill Update: Mr. Brown noted the bid amount for the Courtney Mill Road project came in from Nira 
engineering services for a total of $19,983.23 for the Borough of Ben Avon Heights. Previously, Borough Council 
approved a bid of less than $20,000, and this bid came just under.  

i. Courtney Mill Road Bid: A motion to approve the lowest bid of $19,983.23 for Ben Avon Heights portion of 
the Courtney Mill Road project was made by Mr. Dawley. Mrs. Neunder seconds the motion. Motion 
passed. 

f. Electric Speed Sign update: Mr. Brown updated Council on the status of the speed signs. The company sent 
replacement batteries at no charge. The newest issue is, the sign going up Perrysville loses power quickly. The 
company believes the level of strobing drains the battery as well as lack of sun. Mr. Brown changed the level it 
strobes and requested Avalon to cut the canopy back. It was also suggested to see if strobing can be limited to time 
frames, such as busy times. 

 
6. Green Spaces: 

a. Park Maintenance update: Mrs. Neunder noted that A&N has continued their routine park maintenance. She will 
check in to see if they will cut the shrubs back more on Lynton Lane. Mr. Lope added that the Ben Avon Heights 
Borough sign light at the entrance of the park stopped working when the Borough lost power. This was fixed as well 
as the light at the flag pole with the help of resident John Radcliffe. Mrs. Berardi added that some residents brought 
to their attention the deep cracks in the tennis court. She continued, they have some preliminary quotes, and hope 
to have these to present at next council meeting. This is a difficult item, as these tennis courts could potentially 
have a large facelift or replacement in the near future, greenspace would prefer not to spend a lot of their budget 
on an item, when they may be altered in the future. 

i. Mulch: Mr. Lope informed Council they contacted some vendors on mulch replacement for the park 
Pittsburgh mulching was the lowest bid at $2,745, as well as being able to install this week before the 
picnic and sleepover in the park. A motion was made by Mr. Dawley to accept the bid from Pittsburgh 
mulching. Mrs. Berardi seconds the motion. Motion passed.  

ii. Tree Removal: There are two items in which Mr. Lope obtained quotes for: one was to remove the invasive 
tree resident Lester Olsen on Cambridge Road pointed out to Council, as well as the giant tree that fell and 
is still partially laying in the road. Davey tree came in at $2,800 but also does not have the equipment for 
this removal, Strunk also could not complete this and Tall Timber came in at $875. For the removal of the 
invasive tree as well as some removal of dead trees along Cambridge, Davey quoted $1400, Strunk quoted 
$1100. A motion was made by Mr. Brown to approve the quote for Strunk to remove the invasive tree and 4 
identified dead trees along Cambridge; approve Tall Timber to remove the large down tree on Cambridge 
by Mr. Brown. Mrs. Neunder seconds the motion. Motion passed.  

b. Beautification Plan update: Mrs. Berardi reminded Council the next planned public meeting is this Thursday, 
September 11th 2025 at 7pm at the Avalon Fire Hall. If residents cannot make this public meeting, the visual boards 
will be set up to view and provide feedback during the picnic and sleepover in the park this Saturday, September 
13th, 2025. 

 



 

 

7. Building, Zoning and Code Enforcement: 
a. Zoning Ordinance update: Mr. Brown noted that Council requested some feedback from the solicitor on item 

number 26 from the county. Currently, the draft states a resident would have 14 days if applying for a conditional 
use, for the Borough to respond if there were any issues. The county felt 14 days was too long to have the resident 
wait for this response. The solicitor suggested to reduce the response time to 5 days. Mrs. Neunder mentioned that 
sometimes; the Borough office can be closed for 5 days. Mr. Brown added that the Borough could come up with a 
protocol for when the Borough office may be closed due to personal time off, therefore someone would be 
available. Council discussed their options and felt 10 business days was a fair adjustment. Council discussed when 
they think the next best date would be for a public hearing; after some discussion they agreed to vote in October on 
the date, Mr. Brown strongly suggested February 2026. 

b. Zoning applications, Building permits, Code enforcement:  
i. Code enforcement:  

1. 6 Stratford: A code enforcement violation form was filled out for 6 Stratford for multiple 
violations. Harshman and the Zoning Officer will look into these violations.  

ii. Building permits: For the month of August, one building permit was submitted for 51 Newgate Road for 
their pool project.  

iii. Zoning Applications: For the month of August there was one application submitted for 17 New Brighton 
Road; remove side porch, relocate in existing porch column. 

c. Joint Comprehensive Plan Update: No updates at this time. 
8. Administration:   

a. Parking permit requests: There were no parking permit requests for the month of August.  
b. QVCOG update: No updates at this time. 
c. 2026 Budget: Mr. Brown noted they will send out a draft of the 2026 budget to Council members to prepare for the 

October meeting. 
 

9. Meeting ended at: 8:39pm 
 

Jessica DiNuzzo, Secretary 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


