
 

 

 

                  Borough of Ben Avon Heights 
Tuesday, June 10th, 2025 - Council Meeting Minutes 

A quorum is in attendance 

Present:  

Council Members: Berardi, Dawley, Lope, Morris, Stiller 

Fire: Chief Mayer 

Police: Chief Hanny 

Mayor: Dismukes 

Solicitor: Hosa 

Secretary: DiNuzzo 

Residents:  

Call to Order: Mr. Stiller started the meeting at 7pm 

 
1. Approval of May 2025 meeting minutes: A motion was made by Mr. Lope to approve the May 2025 meeting minutes. Mrs. 

Berardi seconds the motion. Motion passed.  
2. Approval of May 2025 financials: A motion was made by Mr. Dawley to approve the May 2025 financials. Mrs. Berardi 

seconds the motion. Mr. Lope had a few concerns with the financial reports when looking at the budget performance 
document. The amount in line 410.05 of $406.29 he believes should be in line 410.06 for lawn maintenance. He also would 
like to review the invoices that were entered into line 410.07 to confirm if they belong in another line. He would also like 
the Borough to confirm with the accountant if an insurance payment was made in the month of May. Mr. Stiller added that 
the Borough earned income tax collected is beginning to match what the Borough collected in 2024; currently the Borough 
has collected $66,000 whereas in 2024 it was $70,000. He also noted that the Borough is still waiting on the LSA grant 
reimbursement. Mr. Morris questioned what the charge was for line 410.11. Mr. Stiller suggested it was for the tree 
removal at the park. Motion passed.  

a. Approval of payment of bills ending in May: A motion was made by Mr. Dawley. Mr. Morris seconds the motion. 
Motion passed.  

 
3. Emergency Management: 

a. Fire: Chief Mayer reported that for the month of April there was only 1 call for Ben Avon Heights, a fire alarm at 
Shannopin Country Club. He also added that in January 2025 they welcomed 9 new members; last month 7 out of 
those 9 completed the required training to be able to enter structure fires. He added, this is a remarkable 
development, but first responders are still seeking new recruits. 

b. Police: Report below. The chief noted some juveniles were  recently ringing doorbells in the area. He also added that 
they reviewed the speed sign data that the Borough supplied Ohio Township police and will plan their patrols 
accordingly. Mr. Stiller informed Chief that the Borough recently sent out a notification to the residents reminding 
them to lock doors and to keep valuables out of cars due to the uptick in break-ins in surrounding areas. The chief 
added, if you see something, say something. Mr. Dismukes questioned if these recent upticks were organized, 
targeted or random. Chief added that he cannot specifically discuss any that occurred in the area recently, but 
nationwide, random break-ins have decreased.  
   

4. Public Comment: Doug Dorsch dining services manager at Shannopin Country Club came to Council with concerns over the 
condition of Courtney Mill Road. The concern is mainly over the section that connects from Ben Avon Heights Road to the 
back of Shannopin Country Club. This section of the road has been deteriorating rapidly with the heavy rains, and currently 
there is a massive pothole, and he believes  it’s only a matter of time before damage occurs to a vehicle. This is the road 
that Shannopin vendors use, including employees. He understands this road is chopped up over multiple municipalities but 



 

 

he was hoping for some movement on fixing this issue as soon as possible. Mr. Dismukes wanted an update on the 
Courtney mill project. Mr. Stiller updated the public that there is a joint plan in action with Kilbuck to fix this section of the 
road. The joint agreement occurred at the end of 2024, which was too late to make any movements with bids. The last 
update the Borough had, Killbuck, was in the process of bidding the project out. Mr. Dismukes strongly suggested a quick 
temporary fix by Avalon to fill the hole with dirt. Mr. Stiller will check in with Kilbuck on this project and also reach out to 
Avalon DPW for assistance on fixing this hole.  
 

5. Infrastructure and Operations:  
a. Engineers report: (Memo below):  
b. Phase I sewer project update: LSSE noted that they are on the final steps with final restorations and then the 

contract will be completed. It was added that the Borough should receive the LSA grant reimbursement by the end 
of this week.  

c. Phase II sewer project: LSSE updated Council that they had a total of 3 bidders for this project, with Jet Jack being 
the lowest bid at $218,000, their recommendation is to go with Jet Jack, not only due to the low bid, but because of 
the work just completed on the last project.  

i. Approval of bid award: A motion was made by Mr. Dawley to approve the bid award to Jet Jack for 
$218,390.00. Mrs. Berardi seconds the motion. Mr. Morris questioned a 15% match from the Borough. He 
also questioned if the extra unused grant money could be used on another project. Mr. Heyl noted that 
this would have to be approved, but a possibility. Motion passed. 

d. Canterbury Road sidewalk grant award update: LSSE noted they are going to begin the surveying for this project. 
This will help them plan, design and assess the need for any type of easements.  

e. Electric Speed Sign update: Mr. Stiller updated Council that the sign on New Brighton stopped working due to a 
battery issue, Avalon is currently helping the Borough troubleshoot the issue.  Mrs. Berardi noted that the 
Perrysville sign is hard to see as there are some branches in the way. Mr. Stiller added that he has put in a ticket to 
have the branches cut back with PennDot. He continued, anyone can report items like this directly to the PennDot 
portal (as well as other road issues like dead animals on the road, snow/ice, overreaching vegetation etc). You can 
find the link in the Annual Report on the Borough website.  
 

6. Services/Contracts: 
a. 2026 Waste/Recycling Contract Bid Opening: The Borough received a total of 3 bids. When opened, there were 

three bids for the 3-year contract and 1 bid for the 1-year contract. Council will vote on this at the July meeting.  
1 year bid: 

 
3 year bid: 



 

 

 
 

b. QVCOG update: Mr. Stiller updated Council that Sewickley Hills joined shortly after Ben Avon Heights, making them 
the 18th member. The main discussion was looking at options in the north shore Beaver to reconnect the 
Manchester & Chateau communities as the addition of route 65 has split the communities in half. 
 

7. Green Spaces: 
a. Park Maintenance update: Mr. Lope noted that they have worked out the lawn cutting dates with A&N as there was 

some confusion prior. He added that a resident complained about the green area around Briar Cliff, they had this 
area cleaned up and added  tick treatment to this area.  

b. Beautification Plan update: Mrs. Berardi noted that LSSE interpreted the residents’ thoughts and applied it into a 
bubble map. The greenspace committee reviewed 5 different maps, which show what the residents wanted, which 
will then help the committee determine what to do with the park space. LSSE will refine these and greenspace will 
be able to present these to Council at the next meeting.  

 
8. Building, Zoning and Code Enforcement: 

a. Zoning Ordinance update: Mr. Stiller noted that they sent off the section for both the zoning hearing board and 
zoning officer to review. He requested their feedback for the June working session. 

b. June Working Session agenda: The June working session is June 24th.  
c. Zoning applications, Building permits, Code enforcement: 

i. 17 Oxford Road: Harshman worked with the residents at 17 Oxford, they gave the residents a time line to 
complete the removal of the structure. In the last review of the property all parts were removed other than 
1 piece of plywood.  

ii. Zoning Applications: For the month of May there were two applications submitted: 21 New Brighton to 
replace a maintenance closet attached to the garage, and 10 Wilson Drive to build a 30’ fence 4’ privacy 2’ 
aluminum spindles, as well as a 60’ picket fence at 4’ tall along the side yard.  

d. Joint Comprehensive Plan Update: Mr. Morris does not have any updates for this meeting.  
 

9. Administration:  
a. Parking permit requests: For the month of May, there were no parking permit requests.  

 
10. Executive session, personnel: 7:49pm 
11. Regular Session began: 7:58pm 
12. Meeting adjourned at: 8pm 

 

Jessica DiNuzzo, Secretary 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


