
 

 

 

                  Borough of Ben Avon Heights 
Tuesday, July 8th, 2025 - Council Meeting Minutes 

A quorum is in attendance 

Present:  

Council Members: Berardi, Brown, Dawley, Lope, Morris, Neunder, Stiller 

Fire: Chief Mayer 

Police: Chief Hanny 

Mayor: Dismukes 

Solicitor: Vogel 

Secretary: DiNuzzo 

Residents: Lester Olsen 17 Cambridge Road 

Call to Order: Mr. Stiller started the meeting at 7pm 

 
1. Approval of June 2025 meeting minutes: A motion was made by Mr. Lope to approve the June 2025 meeting minutes. Mr. 

Morris seconds the motion. Motion passed.   
2. Approval of June 2025 financials: A motion was made by Mr. Stiller to approve the June 2025 financials. Mr. Lope seconds 

the motion. Mr. Brown had a few areas he wanted to highlight on the financial reports for June. He pointed out the real 
estate tax collections for the Borough started to come in. Transfers to the reserve fund for $149,905 was from the LSA grant 
reimbursement which the Borough received in June. Mr. Brown also added he talked with the Borough tax collector who 
noted, at the end of 2024 the Borough collected around $12,000 in delinquent taxes; so far in 2025 the Borough collected 
around $16,000. On the expense side, he would like to research the tax fees and bonds as the Borough is over budget. In 
lines 403.02 and 403.03 Mr. Brown would like to dig into the LSSE invoices to confirm these are being categorized correctly. 
Mr. Heyl informed Council, he just found out some of the project coordinators were entering into the wrong projects, but 
other than that, the LSSE invoices are broken down by project to help make categorizing more efficient. Mr. Lope pointed 
out line 410.05 for the amount of $541.10 was for mowing and should be moved to line 410.06. Mr. Lope also questioned 
the amount in line 401.02 as he felt it seemed high. Mr. Brown noted that this was actually less than what the Borough 
planned for the auditors. Motion passed. 

a. Approval of payment of bills ending in June: A motion was made by Mr. Stiller to approve the payment of bills 
ending in June. Mrs. Neunder seconds the motion. Motion passed. 

 
3. Emergency Management: 

a. Fire: Chief Mayer reported for the month of June, there were two calls in Ben Avon Heights, one at Shannopin. Mrs. 
Neunder asked if the department had any up-and-coming fundraisers. Chief Mayer noted that they will have one in 
October and will provide more details at a later date. 

b. Police: Report below. Chief Haney noted that there were two individuals who knocked on some doors requesting to 
use a phone, this activity was reported; it turned out to be some individuals involved in auto break-ins in Avalon. He 
encourages residents, “see something, say something.” Mr. Brown added that the Borough is currently 
troubleshooting two of the speed signs which have been setting off alarms to the Borough and Ohio Township 
Police for low battery and tampering. Currently, two are out of service. 

c. EMS: There were no calls in Ben Avon Heights for the second quarter of 2025.  
   

4. Public Comment: Lester Olsen at 17 Cambridge Road came with a few concerns regarding Cambridge Road. The first 
concern he presented to Council was over the upkeep and maintenance of Cambridge Road; he noted that debris fall down 
into the road, which then accumulates into the catch basins and the side of the road which attracts mosquitos and gnats. 
He was thankful the street cleaner came down recently, which helped some. He also suggested the landscape company 



 

 

blow the leaves downhill instead of uphill as they eventually slide back into the road. Mrs. Neunder will check in with A&N 
to confirm they are sucking up the leaves and not blowing them into the hillside. He also suggested the catch basins be 
cleaned more regularly from debris on top. He also wanted to bring to Council’s attention an invasive species of vegetation 
growing around the Cambridge Road area known as the Chinese Empress tree. Lastly, he wanted to add that during the 
wind storm, a street light was knocked down and still has not been replaced by Duquesne Light. There is also a pole in the 
hillside that is no longer in use and was hoping the Borough could assist in removing this. He has been in communication 
with Duquesne Light in the past, but hasn’t gotten anywhere with the removal. He also wanted to thank the Avalon Fire 
Department for removing the tree so quickly. Mrs. Berardi questioned how the Borough handled cleaning of the catch 
basins in the past. Mr. Stiller noted, the previous manager of Avalon DPW would regularly come through the Borough after 
storms to clean off the top of the catch basins. Occasionally, the Borough would need to request this from Avalon. 
Currently, the Borough needs to put in a request to have these cleaned off; this is a task he would like to get completed 
more frequently from Avalon. 
 

5. Services and Contracts: 
a. 2026 Waste/Recycling Contract: Mr. Brown noted that the bids for this were opened at the previous meeting. He 

continued, the Borough decided to bid for a 1-year contract and a 3-year contract, as Council was interested in 
joining the QVCOG waste management contract, but they had 1 year left in theirs, before going out to bid. Council 
thought it was best to advertise for a 1 and or 3 year bid to perhaps join the QVCOG in 2027. The Borough only 
received one bid for the 1-year contract: Waste Management. It was for $56.32 per household, per month; rear pick 
up was an additional $70 dollars and it was not unlimited. He felt the 1-year bid was not cost effective. The most 
competitive option out of the 3-year bids was County Hauling with year one at $29.95 per household per month, 
year two $30.27 and year three $31.48; rear yard is $20, $21 and $22. He continued that they would keep the 
Monday morning pickup, and continue with unlimited trash pick-up. Mr. Stiller added that he reached out to several 
residents in Shaler Township as they use County Hauling for similar unlimited trash receptacle and recycling services 
and they had positive things to say about their service level and consistency. A motion was made by Mr. Brown to 
accept the 3-year bid from County Haul with Monday pickup service that was submitted on June 6th, 2025. Mr. 
Morris seconds the motion. Questions were raised on if this would still align the Borough with the QVCOG. It was 
noted that the Borough isn’t certain the length of the agreement QVCOG plans to bid out, but if they continue with 
a 5-year agreement, the Borough would then have to bid one more 3-year bid cycle to align for a bid in 2032. 
Motion passed. 

b. Crossing guard wage increase: Mr. Stiller noted that it’s been difficult recruiting new hires for the crossing guard 
positions; the last raise given was in 2020. He did some research with surrounding areas, areas that are similar in 
size, as well as Allegheny County municipal data. He suggested giving our crossing guards a 14% increase raising 
them to $18.50 an hour; He added that Avonworth school district pays for half as reimbursement. A motion was 
made by Mr. Stiller to increase the crossing guard wages to $18.50 an hour effective for the 2025-2026 school year. 
Mr. Lope seconds. Mr. Brown added that some townships are around what we currently pay, he’s not sure if $18.50 
will help with new hires, but he still is supportive of the increase. Motion passed. 

 
6. Infrastructure and Operations:  

a. Engineers report: (Memo below):  
b. Phase I sewer project: 

i. Change order #3: A motion was made by Mr. Stiller to approve the final change order to Jet Jack. Mr. 
Dawley seconds the motion. Motion passed.  

c. Phase II sewer project: LSSE updated Council that they are working to complete the contract for next meeting.  
d. Tri-State Maintenance catch basin cleaning: Mr. Heyl noted they reached out to Tri-Maintenance for an updated 

quote, which was presented to Council tonight. Mr. Stiller noted that we would like to get the inlets cleaned as soon 
as possible as an abnormally heavy rain season has made the need for cleaning more apparent, earlier in the year 
than normal.   A motion was made by Mr. Stiller to approve the one-time quote from Tri-State Maintenance. Mrs. 
Neunder seconds the motion. Motion passed.  

e. Canterbury Road sidewalk grant award update: LSSE noted that they are currently working on the easement maps 
of the Borough for this project. Mr. Brown added he believed there was an ordinance in place for curbs and 
sidewalks. Mrs. Neunder added they were ordinances 37 and 45. Mr. Vogel and Mr. Heyl will review these 
ordinances. 

f. Courtney Mill Update: Mr. Stiller updated Council after last meeting he had some cold patches put on Courtney Mill 
Road while the Borough continues to work with Killbuck on this project. Mr. Dismukes added Shannopin is very 
appreciative of this effort from Ben Avon Heights. 

g. Electric Speed Sign update: Mr. Stiller updated Council that the sign on New Brighton Road continues to have 
battery and charging issues. This issue also started to happen to the sign on Ben Avon Heights Road. Mr. Stiller 



 

 

continues to trouble shoot with the company. Avalon will take these down and most likely have the batteries 
replaced while still under warranty. Mr. Heyl noted that PennDot pointed out that the signs were not lit and there 
were tree branches blocking the Perrysville Road sign. Mr. Brown questioned if these could be hardwired if the 
batteries continue to be a problem. Mr. Stiller noted that they still have a lot of trouble shooting to go through 
before thinking about alternative power solutions. 

 
7. Green Spaces: 

a. Park Maintenance update: Mr. Lope noted that routine maintenance took place in the month of June. He added 
Mrs. Berardi planted flowers at the entrance of the park.  

b. Beautification Plan update: Mrs. Berardi noted their last meeting with LSSE was in June. They have created 3-4 
bubble functional diagrams to present to the community. They hope to use the August working meeting, but will 
confirm soon. They would also like to use the sleep over in the park as an engagement opportunity, without LSSE, as 
a more informal opportunity. 

 
8. Building, Zoning and Code Enforcement: 

a. Zoning Ordinance update: Mr. Brown noted that with over a year of monthly working sessions, Council completed 
their edits of the current Zoning draft in June. There is no reason to have a working session in July and perhaps 
August, but the greenspace would like to think about using August’s working session for another beautification plan 
meeting for the public. Mr. Stiller worked with the solicitor and communicated next steps for the ordinance which 
includes sending the latest draft back to the county for review and sharing with internal stakeholders. A future 
working session will be used to review this feedback and continue to update the latest draft. 

i. Send draft to County for Review: A motion was made by Mr. Stiller to send the current draft of the zoning 
ordinance to the county, zoning officer, and zoning hearing board to review. Mrs. Berardi seconds the 
motion. Motion passed.  

b. July Working Session agenda: Mr. Brown noted that Council will not use July’s working session meeting. A note will 
be sent out to the community to notify residents that it has been canceled. 

c. Zoning applications, Building permits, Code enforcement: 
i. Code enforcement: No code enforcement issues submitted for the month of June. Mr. Stiller added the 

Borough recently received an uptick in complaints about obnoxious vegetation and pet waste; he feels the 
Borough should send out their annual email reminder about these issues. Council agreed. Mr. Brown will 
draft the note for residents.  

ii. Building permits: For the month of June there was one building permit issued: 25 Clovelly Road 
iii. Zoning Applications: For the month of June there were two applications submitted: both at 51 Newgate: 1 

to demolish old shed and rebuild a new shed, the other is to install a 18x36’ inground pool with 
surrounding fencing. 

d. Joint Comprehensive Plan Update: Mr. Morris noted that this project is currently on hold as the grant they were 
planning to use for this has been paused from the Federal Government.  

9. Administration:  
a. Parking permit requests: for the month of June there were no applications. 
b. QVCOG: Mr. Stiller noted Sewickley Hills became the newest member of the QVCOG at the July QVCOG meeting. 

Ben Avon Heights was the 16th municipality to join and is no longer the newest member. 
10. Executive Session: Safety: 8:21pm. 
11. Regular Session: 8:23pm 
12. Meeting adjourned at: 8:23 pm 

 

Jessica DiNuzzo, Secretary 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


